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For Friends’ Review. 


OUR ECCLESIASTICAL POLITY. 


(Concluded from page 451.) 

What then are the special advantages of 
our form of ecclesiastical polity ? 
vantage is its adaptability. Every netvessity 
as it arises, every constraining thought that 


grows up in the church and fills it with con-| 


cern, every aspiration for service witbin or 
without the church, can come to the front, 
be solemnly considered as in the presence of 
the Most High, and be acted upon. Do we 
realize the immense vantage ground on 
which we stand? The slavery, intemper- 
ance, war, and distress of the world, have 
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7\a Society, more than any other, must be 
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found consideration in these church assem- 
' blies, and led to such practical results as to 
| prove conclusively the excellency of a system 
of church government, both expansive in 
thought and effective in action. It is a sys- 
tem which had its birth in a free country, 
and is eminently calculated for free popula- 
tions. It was the gift of that veteran apostle, 
|George Fox, in his years of maturity, after 
the bitter conflict of experience from within 
|and without the Society, and it is an invalu- 
able heir-loom for ourselves and our child- 
dren. 

Such an organization is capable of quickly 
taking action in every emergency in the 
great battle between right and wrong. Such 


capable of progress. In its very capacity 
gg | for change, there is an element of great 
strength. A church which cannot change 
\its customs, when those customs become 
| obsolete, must of necessity be left behind in 
the race. A church which having received 
some great truth, then comes to a stand, and 
will receive no more and learn no more, 
‘must die. Not so with a body which can 
every year assemble, and with representa- 
tives from every district, can discuss and 
revise its edicts. But with the greatness of 
this power, and the fulness of this privilege, 
come certain penalties and responsibilities. 
The penalty lies in this, that from the very 
fact that our chureh government has the 
|power of changing and revising its laws, 
there may be lacking somewhat of the rever- 
ence that is due to church authority. The 
increased responsibility is that we legislate 
not alone for ourselves, but that influences 
now at work will influence others as well as 
ourselves, and unwise restrictions or unwise 
| exercise of liberty, may tell injuriously on the 
\future as well as on the present. Notably 
it is so with regard to liberty of speech. 
| The liberty of speech, of the press, and indi- 
vidual consciences, are very precious heir- 
looms, but they have all their limitations. 
Therefore there must in all society be some 
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real antbority which sball control our liberty. 
It may be well to examine the rights of 
societies, as well as the rights of individuals, 
and understand the reverence due to @ eor- 
porate government as above that due to one 
man’s conviction. For which is most likely 
to err, one man’s convictions or the assem- 
bled wisdom of many conscientious men? 
Many Christian churches have crumbled to 
pieces because of their inability to accept 
changes. When new life sprung up among 
them, the new wine burst the old bottles. 
But here is a form of government capable of 
indefinite expansion. Each generation can 
discuss its own needs, and act accordingly, 
either with or without precedent. 


God baptizes his people at different epochs | 


with definite heaven-inspired 
These thoughts take possession of the 
church, and constrain men to speak. New 
light on old themes descends from above. 
As Bishop Hooker wisely observes, “To 
reform ourselves, if in anything we have 
done amiss, is not to sever ourselves from 
the church.’ We are not to come to a stand- 
still in our religion and say, “Thus far I 
will be led and no further.” If we will be 
guided by the true Light, we shall be led 
out of some things and into others. God’s 


thoughts. 


truth can never change, and not one inch} 


would we flinch from it; but we do believe 


in the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
This brings us to another vital question | 

respecting our church polity. The church 

itself may be guided by the Holy Spirit as} 


truly as any individual member. 


many. The conscience of the church be- 


comes stirred on fresh subjects, and has to| 


call upon individual members to give expres- 
sion to her thoughts. The Holy Ghost may 
say to the church, ‘“‘Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them.” 

Nature is a reflex of the mind of the 
Creator, and abounds in variety; so in a 
church in which there is obedience to the 
direct teachings of the Holy Spirit, there is 
sure to be great variety of action and even 
diversity of operation, but one all-inspiring 
spirit. Thus one of the surest tests of the 
merit of any religious organization is its 
capacity for including the largest amount of 
diversity of action, in subjection to the one 
self-same Spirit and to the mutual relation- 
ships of fellow-members of one body. 

Our church government has answered 
well for small communities. It meets the 
needs of a little band of believers, where but 
two or three are gathered in the Saviour’s 
name, and we find it equally adapted for 


The same | 
Spirit that moves in one heart may move in| 


| 


yet admits of the loftiest general principles 
being discussed and finding expression. 
Another feature which attracted the atten- 
tion of many thoughtful students outside 
our borders is the way in which our Society 
develops individual character. The mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, whether men 
or women, are found to be singularly capable 
of taking an active part in social affairs. In 
philanthropic questions and societies for the 
promotion of the welfare of mankind, our 
| members come naturally to the front, and 
make efficient and reliable public servants. 
Our ecclesiastical polity affords excellent 
training-ground for the development of that 
| self-control and balance of mind which makes 
one man’s influence greater than another. 
We may conclude then that we have in 
the arrangements of our own Society, the 
most excellent machinery for the welfare 
both of meetings and members, and for them 
to move and act under the direct leadership 
of the Heavenly Spirit. But the most 
excellent machinery is ineffective without 
the motive power. Where there is life 


‘there must be action; the pulsations of a 


new life enter the cylinder; the piston-rod 
moves, and the fly-wheel is in motion. So 
there is power in the church of to-day, the 
power of the Holy Ghost. The machinery 
is admirable. Let us show everywhere 
that it will work its errand of glory to God 
on high, and of good will to men. 


HENRY STANLEY NEWMAN. 


> | 


A TESTIMONY TO ASSURANCE. 

Personal testimony to “assurance of faith” 
and “‘ assurance of hope,” is frequent in the 
New Testament after the Holy Spirit was 
given. And in all the ages since, these men 
and women in the church who have been 
mighty in God’s bands, though deeply cun- 
scious of their own unworthiness, have had 
strong confidence in Him, and of their 
reconciliation with Him. In the brief 
account of Edward Backhouse, who was 
a much loved minister among Friends 
in England, given in the Annual Monitor, 
it is written, ‘When about thirty years 
of age, not being in good health, he 
felt, as be expresses it, ‘the eternal world 
seemed as though it might be near, and I 
knew that I was unprepared.’ Having so 
long resisted the Spirit of God, be passed 
through much distress of mind. He had 
hitherto led an upright life in the eyes of bis 


'fellow-men, but was brought to a sense of 


his undone condition without a Saviour; 
and when he was made willing to let go his 


Yearly Meetings with ten and twenty thou-| own righteousness, he definitely received 


sand members. It descends to details, and 


'*the washing of regeneration and renewing 
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of the Holy Ghost.’ From this time he 
never doubted whose he was, and felt it his 
duty, as well as his highest privilege, to 
live unto him who bad redeemed him with 
His most precious blood.” 

Having been made a partaker of this 
glorious salvation, he longed that others 
might share in it, and spent a large portion | 
of his time in the distribution of tracts, | 
sometimes in fairs, markets, &c. 

He engaged in benevolent efforts, traveled 
with various ministers, and was called to| 
the ministry of the gospel. 

In preaching he was deeply concerned to 
impress upon his hearers the beight of the 
Christian’s calling, and the truth that Jesus 
Christ came to save His people from their 
sins, not in them. 

He writes: ‘Great loss is sustained by | 
Christians (many Friends included) because 
they are so dull of sight as not to perceive 
the glorious truth, that he that is born again 
is born into the kingdom of heaven.” And 
again: “It used to be a common thing, | 
twenty or thirty years ago, to hear honora- | 
ble Christians ‘ hope that they may be born 
again before they die,’ bungling between | 
conversion and a growth in grace, instead of 
being able boldly to declare that the Spirit | 
of God bears witness with their spirits that | 
they are born again, and are His. I have'| 
felt it to be my calling to bear a testimony 
against this style of things, for it only in- | 
duces weakness in themselves and discour- 
agement in others, especially in young per-| 
sons. I cannot conceive bow such can fully 
understand that converted people have all | 
been washed in the blood of Christ, and 
through the potency of that blood have been | 
made clean and pure as though they had 
never sinned, or they would never think and 
speak thus. Such do not comprehend the 
truth that, thus renewed by the Holy Ghost, 
their names are written in the Lamb’s book 
of life while they continue faithful to Him.” 





-- 


AN ESCAPED SOUL. 

The following lines floated into our office 
we know not from whom, but they seem to 
express the joy of some soul which has 
escaped as a ‘bird from the snare of the 
fowler :"—‘‘ I was a worse infidel than 
Paine, Voltaire, or Ingersoll. I was a woman 
infidel, and I would never own 1 was one; 
and since [ have opened the door of my heart 
and let Jesus in, and the infidel devil out, J 
am ashamed of myself, even to think I was 
ever such a fvol as to be one. ‘ The fool 
hath said in bis heart, there is no God.’ Psa. 
xiv. 1. Infidelity rendered my life an in- 
tolerable burden to me; yes, I was led to 
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the verge of desperation through it. But, 
blessed be God, I am now saved, through 


faith in Jesus’ blood, and [ am bappy.”— 
Presbyterian. 


oe 
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ELEMENTARY RELIGIOUS TRUTHS. 


I. 
THE ONE GOD. 


The first and leading thought which the 


| Holy Scriptures give us in reference to the 


Supreme Being, is that God is one. “ Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.” 
(See 1 Cor. viii. 5, 6, and Isaiah xlv. 18-22.) 

Among the revealed attributes of the Su- 


|preme Being ure the following, viz : 


Eternity and Unchangeableness. —Psalm 
xe, 2; Ris ‘Psalm cii. 25-27. 
Creative Power—Acts xvii. 24-28: Isaiah 


xl. 12. 


Maintaining and Reproducing Power— 
Psalm civ. 10-31. 

Sovereignty—1 Tim. vi. 15, 16; Dan. vii. 
9, 10. 

Wisdom—Rom. xi. 33-36. 

Spirituality—Jobno iv. 24; Job xxiii. 8, 9. 

Omnipotence, Omniscience, Omnipresence 
—Psalm exxxix. 1-12. 

Holiness—Isaiah vi. 1-3; Psalm xxx. 4. 

Justice—Isaiab iii. 10. 11; Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

Equity—1 Peter i. 17; Luke xii. 47, 48; 


| Eze. xviii. 25, 29. 


Goodness and Compassion—Psalm exlv, 
9; Psalm evii. 4-8 ; Jno. iii. 16. 

’Mercy—Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7; Lam. iii. 22. 

Truth and Faithfulness—Ps. exxxviii 
2 Tim. ii. 13. 

But it is also clearly deducible from Scrip- 
ture, that there is a distinction as well as an 
absolute and essential unity in the Divine 
nature. The Supreme Being has manifested 
Himself to man as the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, and whilst it is true that 
these three are one, it is also true that the 
Father is God, the Son is God, and the 
Holy Ghost is God. 

In each of these manifestations, ‘‘ the one 


9 


. 
«My 


» God performs distinct offices in the glorious 


economy of the Divine dispensations,” and in 
the work of man’s salvation. In other 
words, as the Son performs certain definite 
offices distinct from those of the Father, so 
the Holy Spirit also accomplishes a work 
peculiarly His own 

‘“With the Father,” says Joseph John 
Gurney, ‘‘rests the unsearchable design, the 
hidden and eternal purpose, out of which 
arises the whole course of circumstances and 
events, and more especially the scheme of 
Christianity, and the salvation of man. 
From Him are all things, and of all things 
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His glory is the ultimate result. His will is 
law, His love is the fountain of grace and 
immortality. The Son isthe Way, by whom 
are all things, and we by Him. He is the 
image of the invisible God, in whom the 
Father is made manifest. He propitiates, 
He advocates, He reigns over the heritage 
of God; He conducts the whole system 
appointed for our recovery and salvation. 
The Holy Spirit is the operative power, 
through whom the Father and the Son carry 
on their work of mercy, and exercise their 
dominion over the souls of men. It is He 
who enlightens, converts, renews, consoles, 
and purifies the heirs of salvation. The 
Father is, in the deepest and most compre 
hensive sense of the expressions, the Creator; 
the Son, the Redeemer; the Holy Spirit, the 
Sanctifier. The Father originates, the Son 
mediates, the Holy Spirit consummates.” 

As to the mode of the union and the dis- 
tinction in the Divine nature, it is quite 
beyond our comprehension; but that there 
is such a union and such a distinction we 
are bound reverently to believe on the 
authority of the Bible, and as confirmed in 
the spiritual experience of true Christians. 
Let us guard against denying the absolute 
unity of the unchangeable Jehovah on the 
one hand, and the eternal divinity of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost on the 
other. 

To God the Father, then, belongs authori- 
ty, paternity and supremacy. All the power 
which is exercised by the Son or by the 
Spirit, is a power delegated by the Father. 
The Father sent the Son, and the Father 
and Son sent the Spirit. It is by the Son 
that the Father creates; by the Son that 
He exercises dominion; by the Son that 
He judges; by the Son that He accom- 
plishes His own will. In like manner 
the Spirit speaks not of Himself, but what 
He hears that He speaks. He receives of 
Christ, and shows to believers. He shows 
them plainly also of the Father. 

The Father, therefore, represents the God- 
head in absolute universal sovereignty, 
supremacy and paternity. He is in most 
cases the proper object of prayer, but not 
exclusively so. We approach Him in the 
name of the Son, and by the Holy Spirit. 

To the Son belong executive power, au- 
thority and majesty. As the Father did 
not directly and immediately create, so He 
does not directly or immediately govern the 
universe, but reveals the Son as the authori- 
tative executor of His will. It is by Him 
that all things consist; by Him that they 
are sustained, controlled and governed. As 
executing the Father’s will also, Christ was 
made fiesh, bore our sins, reigns as Lord of 
all, and will “judge both quick and dead.” 
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All the audible and visible manifestations of 
Deity in all ages have been made by Jesus 
Christ. All that we know or can know of God 
is through Christ. When we see Him we 
see the Father. 

The Holy Spirit represents the Godhead 
in the divine but invisible energy which 
operates in nature, and brings about the re- 
sults which God wills. At the beginning of 
Genesis we read: “And the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters.”” What 
should we have witnessed if we had been pres- 
ent at that time? Perbaps nothing, perhaps 
an agitation of the watery elements. The 
cause would have been invisible. We might 
bave said, and truly said that all the mani- 
Jest results were the mere outworking of 
natural law; and yet the Spirit of God was 
behind all second causes and directing them. 
They were His servants, and not His mas- 
ters. 

And so it is still. The Spirit works in- 
visibly but really, in the realms of matter 
and of mind. It was by the Spirit of God 
that Christ cast out devils, and exercised 
that unsten divine energy, which quelled 
the winds and healed the sick and raised the 
dead. It was the Holy Ghost that inspired 
the writers of the Bible. It is He who is 
now in the world convincing men of sin, 
leading all who will be led to Christ, and 
to the church of God manifesting Himself 
as a Sanctifier, Teacher, Remembrancer, 
Strengthener, and Comforter. Glory be to 


the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 


NotrE.—See Dr. Mahan’s Out of Darkness into Light, pp 
161-167, 


DouGan CLARK. 
Richmond, Ind., Second mo. 9th, 1880. 


An IncripEnt.—Some weeks since, at Os- 
kaloosa, Iowa, at a meeting on First-day 
evening, a minister had been speaking as the 
Lord gave him ability, on the love of God in 
sending His Son to redeem the world from 
sin, enlarging upon the way of redemption 
and reconciliation through Christ Jesus. 
After be sat down a man who sat in the back 
part of the house near the door arose, and 
in a calm dignified manner said in substance, 
‘“‘T have lived for forty years and never be- 
fore have heard of the plan of redemption. 
To-night I have beard and have believed it. 
I bave accepted it for myself, m¥ sins are 
forgiven, and I feel the love of Jesus to be 
mine.” Before the minister could get to 
him at the close of the meeting he was gone, 
and all that could be learned about bim was 
that he was a stranger passing through the 
town, who had probably come into the meet- 
ing from curiosity, and had probably lived 
on the frontier where opportunity to hear 
the gospel seldom occurred. 
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TAUGHT OF THE LORD. 

Those who think they cannot spare the 
time to go to meeting, or to do what they 
know to be the Lord’s service, may be 
strengthened by the following account, 
written by Catharine Booth, in a supplement 
to The Christian : 

About a year ago the Lord delivered from | 
the power of Satan, at one of the stations 
(of the Salvation Army) a navvy and his 
wife. She had been accustomed to eke out | 
his slender and oftea uncertain earnings by 
work with the needle, in finishing a small 





article of dress used for theatrical purposes ; 
but soon after her conversion this work was | 
revealed to her by the Lord to be against | 
His will, and, after some hesitation, was) 
given up. Almost immediately afterwards | 
the husband ‘ell ill, and was entirely unable | 
to work. With the landlord insisting on the 
payment of bis rent, without the means even | 
of paying the doctor, or providing food for | 
her sick husband, the enemy came near, sug- 





gesting that she should resume this doubtful 
work. There was earnest prayer and look. | 
ing to the Lord, and resolute resistance, and 
Satan withdrew not until every possible) 
place bad been triedin vain. And the Lord | 
appeared to deliver, for He undertook the 
rent. 


It is, dear friends, a joy to us to men- | 
tion this instance, a fairly representative | 
one, of a young convert taught of the Lord, | 


ally on the Bread of Life, they needed not 
“The figures of the true.” Brought nigh 
by the blood of Christ, they lived in close 
communion with God, and to them any such 
mediums seemed only an obstruction be- 
tween their souls and Him. They could not 
fight, for the spirit of strife was slain within 
them. Like the Apostles of old, “they 
wrestled not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities and powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness ia high places;” 
and putting on the whole armor of God, . . . 
‘above all, taking the shield of faith,” whilst 
ever weak and unworthy in themselves, they 
were ‘‘more than conquerors through Him 
that loved them.” 
F. A. Bunge in Friends’ Examiner. 


-. 
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PROTECTION OF THE INDIAN TER- 
RITORY. 

The Indian Territory, if protected, in ac- 
cordance with existing treaties, affords su- 
perior advantages for the promotion of Indian 
civilization; favored as it is with a mild 
climate, though deficient in rain except the 
eastern part, with a varied soil, adapted -to 
tillage and grazing, with some timber bor- 
dering the rivers and covering the bigb lands, 
and with numerous water courses. It is in- 


and willingly renouncing, in the face of|habited by about thirty-five tribes, who have 
direst want, the means of obtaining all their |common interests, tastes and sympathies, 


need in a way at all in opposition to the| which permeate the whole people. 


They 
Holy Spirit’s leadings and influence. 


are neighbors, and each is interested in the 
| other’s protectiun, as it equally affects their 
|own ; and thus contiguously located, it is no 
| more trouble to protect the thirty-five tribes 
|on the one reserve, than it would be to pro- 


= 


THE SECRET OF VICTORY. 


As we trace the lines and work of our) 
forefathers in the faith, do we not ask our- | 
selves, wherein did their great strength lie? 
But is the answer far to seek? Having 
recognized, not in mere theory, but in deep 
heart-felt experience, their absolute power- 
lessness to deliver themselves from the thral- 


tect a single Indian reserve in the States. 
It has been objected, that tribes removing 
from the States have been fearfully decimat- 


'ed by death, and therefore the climate is 


unfavorable to such removals. But it should 
be observed, that the States of Texas on the 
south, Arkansas on the east, Kansas on the 


dom of the power of sin, they submissively | north and New Mexico on the west, are 
placed themselves in the hands of the Lord | healthful States, although in each, as in the 
who died for them, and found that His redemp- | Territory, there are special localities unfavor- 
tion was full and complete, and that at the | able to health. Some of the agencies ‘in the 
bidding and by the power of Him who is the| Territory have been unwisely placed in such 
resurrection and the life, they could put off|localities. From close observation during 
the old man and put un the new; that the/ten years, I am confirmed in the judgment, 
Comforter did come and abide with them for | that causes other than that of climate, have 
ever. reduced the number of some of the tribes in 

This crowning testimony was followed by | the Indian Territory, while the combined 
others, which from their standpoint formed | population of the Territory is increasing. 
part of a great whole. Christ Himselt being | Indians who have been accustomed to roam 
their High Priest, they needed no other. | upon the Plains, in pursuit of food and furs, 
Baptized with the Holy Ghost, and baving | have found it a healthful life, but when re- 
felt His sanctifying power; feeding continu-/ quired to settle down at an Agency, bud- 
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dled in tents like sheep in a fold, without 
employment, or proper exercise, with no 
encouraging hope to stimulate the mind, or 
bring into use the physical powers ; discour- 


agement, depression, disease and death will | 


follow. The Indian has strength of will, an 


abiding sense of justice, is unwilling to yield | 


subjection to physical force, and no tribe 
ought ever to be removed from their rightful 
homes until their judgment approves of such 
removal. Many Indians of vigorous bodies 
and minds have been subjected to disease 
and death by unwilling submission to treaties 


forced upon them, providing for extinction of | 
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sale of the eae Reservation along the 
southern border of Kansas, and for the re- 
moval of the tribe into the Territory, pro- 
| vided they gave their consent. 

A Commission visited them and conferred 
| with them for more than three weeks before 
they could be induced to give their consent 
to the bill. The Commission urged that so 
many citizens had located on the reserve, 
they could not well be removed. The Indi. 
ans responded that the whites would follow 
them South if the tribe did remove, but the 
| Osages were assured that their new home in 
the Indian Territory should be protected. 


their land titles, and their removal from | They consented to remove, and in less than 


homes dear to them to locations they des- 
pised. 

Many of the less civilized tribes are large- 
ly in that condition at this time. It is con- 
trary to the laws of health to change from a 
savage, active life to that of astationary, idle 
position. The Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Kio- 
was, Comanches and Apaches, should have 
been placed on individual farms, raising 
their subsistence. and enjoying the indi 
vidual ownership of the same 


was vigorously pursued under the adminis- 
tration of E. P. Smith, as Commissioner, and 
if his persistent efforts herein had been sup- 
ported by proper legislation by Congress 


and pursued by his successors, we should 
have no roaming Indians in the Territory. 
The ‘General Council” or Legislative 


Assembly of the confederated tribes of the | 
Territory had a decided influence over the | 


less civilized Indians. That body, while in 
annual sessions, was always watchful and 
earnest in its efforts to restrain the wayward 


Indians of the Plains. In the session of 
1872, 


from each of the more civilized tribes, which 
should meet the Indians of the Plains in 
council, and endeavor to induce them to 
abandon hostilities, to remain at peace, and 
to send delegates to the General Council. 
This Commission met the hostile tribes at 
Wichita Agency, and induced them to agree 


to surrender fourteen white children held as | 


captives, and also some stolen stock; a result 


which neither military nor civil white off. | 


cials had been able to bring about. These 


wilder tribes, thereafter, sent delegates to 
the General Council, until, contrary to treaty, | i 
the United States Government witbheld ap- | 


propriations for the Council, and it was 
abandoned. This General Council main- 


This practice | j 


a resolution was offered by a Cherokee | 
and unanimously passed, directing that a) 
commission be appointed of two members| j 


two years thereafter upwards of a thousand 
citizens from the States entered upon their 
reserve, and began building homes. But 
‘they were all quietly removed from the Ter- 
ritory by an executive order. It was the 
settled policy of the last administration to 
| maintain their treaties inviolate. 

In 1870, Secretary of the Interior Cox, 
issued an Executive Document on the rights 
\of the Indians, relative to railroads travers- 
ing the Territory. The following extract is 
pertinent to present events. ‘ The policy of 
‘preserving the Indian Territory as free as 
possible from intrusion by white settlers 


,| under any form, bas been hitherto regarded 


as firmly established ia this country. It has 
|been based upon the well-known fact, that 
}the Indian tribes who are brought into 
have 
|been uniformly injured by drunkenness and 
|other vices, which they have seemed pe- 
culiarly unable to resist; and the only hope 
of their complete civilization seems, by com- 
/mon consent, to rest upon our ability to keep 
them by themselves, under stringent laws 
with regard to the introduction of intoxicat- 





‘closest connection with the whites, 


ing liquors, and in circumstances where im- 
/moral intercourse with the whit:s shall be 
prevented as far as possible. The intelligent 
|men among the civilized tribes fully appre- 
ciate the necessity of this policy, and their 
delegations have been extremely earnest in 
deprecating any course which may throw 
them into closer contact, or more direct 
competition with our own people than is ab- 
solutely necessary. Negotiations for the re- 
‘moval of Indians from their small reserva 
tions in Kansas and Nebraska to the Indian 
Territory, have been based on this policy, and 
in order to carry it out with any degree of 
success it is necessary to adbere to it as 
firmly as possible. We cannot honestly ad- 
vise the scattered and small tribes, now 


tained a close watch over white intrusion | within our organized States, to migrate to 
into the Territory, or the establishment of| the Indian Teritory, except upon the honest 


any government over it to be administered 
by white citizens. 


In 1870 Congress passed an act for the| 


| assurance that there, with the advantages of 
| teachers and mission establishments, and 
| protected from the temptations which have 
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been heretofore so ruinous to them, they 
may work out the problem of their possible 
civilization and final incorporation into the 
Union.” 

To the foregoing was affixed the following: 

“The views and findings of the Secretary 
of the Interior herein are approved, and his 
recommendations will be carried into execu- 
tion. Signed “U. S. Grant.” 

This just policy receiving the support of 
the Executive and head of the Interior Depart- 
ment, was scrupulously observed, and the 
Indians were inspired by fresh hope and en-| 
couragement during the period the Society 
of Friends supervised the interests of the 
Indians of the Central Superintendency, and 
avery remarkable advance was evinced in 
the industrial and educational enterprises of 
nearly al] the tribes, and a commendable in- 
terest in their religious growth. In further 
treating upon this subject I propose to 
review the course of the Government as 
now administered, and its bearing on Indian 
hostilities during the past two years. 


Enocu Hoaa. 
Lawrence, Kansas. 


-_ _ 


OUR LONDON LETTER 


At our Meeting for Safferings, Second 


mo. 6th, J. Robson intreduced the subject of 
Henry Richard’s intended motion in the 
House of Commons. Notice was given on| 
the day Parliament met (5th of Second mo.), | 
that it would be moved on an early day. 
It is to the following effect: “That an humble 
address be presented to ber Majesty, praying 
that she will be graciously pleased to in-| 
struct ber Secretary of State for Foreign) 
Affairs, to enter into communication with | 





foreign Powers, with: a view of bringing 
about a mutual and simultaneous reduction | 
of armaments.” York Quarterly Meeting | 
at its last session, felt very strongly the im-| 
portance of this question, and desired its in. | 
troduction to this meeting. Bristol and_| 
Somerset Quarterly Meetings have petition-| 
ed Parliament already on the subject. Mucb 
discussion followed with regard to the action | 
of this meeting. Some thought the motion | 
in question, only touching a reduction of 
armaments, did not go far enough; our 
principle is against the maintenance of arma- | 
ments at all. It was decided to present a! 
petition to the House of Commons in favor 
of the motion, and a large committee was 
appointed to prepare this document, and if 
needful have it signed and presented before 
our meeting next month. 

There is indeed need for such action on the 
a of European governments. Prince 

ismerck has just surprised the world by 
his demand for an increase to the German 
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army. Already that nation has become, as 
it were, one vast camp; while the neighbor- 
ing nations maintain at immense cost, armies 
equalling that of Germany. It is a time of 
peace: no one kaows why war should be 
accounted probable, but Europe is to be 
loaded down with armor in order to prevent 
war! Thus, in the words of the Spectator, 
‘the consequence of war is not peace, but 
a condition of further preparation, in which 
victory and defeat alike are used as argu- 
ments for further preparations. Germany 
is victor and becomes a camp; France is 
vanquished and becomes a parade-ground. 
It is as if men had agreed once more that 
war was their primary business, and that all 
the objects of life ought, in common wisdom, 
to be postponed to that supreme object of 
inflicting death speedily and scientifically.” 
Von Moltke himself, the military genius of 
the Germans, in a recent letter, admits that 
every war, even though victorious, is @ 
national misfortune; but the practice of 
arming to insure peace is nevertheless car- 
ried out, and to an extent in which it be- 
comes an absurdity. Perhaps the time may 
be a fitting one for a bold and earnest testi- 
mony to true Peace. 

London, Second mo. 10th. 


a 


EXTRACTS. 

‘‘NorHine which is morally wrong can 
ever be politically right.”"— W. C. Westlake. 
—Friends’ Examiner. 

THE secret of all care is a divided mind; 
the cure for all care is a mind wholly con- 
secrated to do God’s will, and wholly de- 
sirous to have God’s will done.—L. Abbott. 
— Christian Union. 

THE cure for care is often supposed to be 
a child-like trust in God, that He will give 
us what we want. This is a mistake; He 


|does not give us what we think we want. 


The true cure for care is a spirit of supreme 
allegiance to God; the spirit that bas but 
one want, the want to fulfil His will and ac- 
complish His service. Consecration is 
Christ’s cure for care.—Lyman Abbott.— 
Christian Union. 


Tue privilege and duty of praising God, 
even with a loud voice, when the Spirit 
prompts, is Scriptural. A. Atwood.— 
Christian Standard. 

For Friends’ Review. 

Wine at THE Passover Supper.—In 
reading the interesting and excellent article 
on this subject from the pen of Thomas 
Kimber, in late numbers of Friends’ Review, 
I see he has inadvertently copied the mistake 
inte which many others have fallen, in stat- 
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ing that “ wine’ was used by our Saviour at 
the last supper. All the Evangelists who 
give the account, seem careful to avoid the 
use of the word “‘ wine,” and to speak only 
of “the fruit of the vine.” Some may think 
there is no difference, but there may be a 
wide difference; for while ‘‘wine’’ may 
possibly mean the “fruit of the vine,” it 
may mean something a great deal worse, or 
that which “bites like a serpent and stings 
like an adder,” and which in another part of 
the Sacred Scriptures, we are cautioned not 
even to ‘look upon.’ It is not very prob- 
able that our Saviour used that kind of 
forbidden drink on that occasion. X. 
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PHILADELPHIA, THIRD MO. 6, 1880. 


HELPS. 


Church membership should to some extent 
cherish and satisfy our natural desire for social 
intercourse. Who that has lived in the country | 
and has attended Quarterly and Monthly Meet- 
ings, cannot recur to delightful leisurely drives to 
meetings, the pleasant greetings of friends from | 
various neighborhoods when arrived ; the solemn | 
and elevating worship, preaching and prayers, | 
and then the kindly hospitable entertainment at 
Friends’ houses on the way home. How pure 
and fresh, how hearty, free and courteous beyond | 
mere forms of breeding, was the social intercourse | 
at such times. How it strengthened the bond of | 
religious membership, and deepened the interest 
of Friends in one another. 

One of the positive benefits of Bible Schools is 
that they contribute, in a pure and healthful, way | 
to the social enjoyment of the young. It ismuch 
to be desired that these old-time habits of social | 
intercourse shall not be lost in this day of rail- 


road travelling, and eager haste to return from 
meetings of business. 


Christianity has shown its fostering care of| 
education in the past, and almost all the acade- 
mies and colleges of christendom have owed 
their foundation to Christian interest in the right | 
education of the young. 

Now that so large a proportion of the children 
of our members attend the public schools, where 
religious instruction is either meagre or absent, 
not Only is it well that congregations should sup- 
plement these schools by Bible-schools, where 
the children may be carefully taught; but read- 
ing circles may be formed in neighborhoods, 
where useful reading for an hour or more may be 
preceded or followed by a short time of social 
converse. The reading should be carefully 
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chosen, and should include some of the valuable 
biographies or other writings of our members. 

In addition to the Bible-school library, a library 
of well chosen books for the use of the meeting 
and neighborhood, would be of great service in 
many country places or villages. We recall the 
delight and benefit derived from such a library 
in our old home neighborhood, on the meeting 
premises, from which all fictitious and hurtful 
books were excluded, but which had some fresh 
volumes added yearly to it, on travel, natural 
history, science and general literature, enough 
to stimulate a taste for solid reading and mental 
improvement. The cost of such a library is 
very smail, if managed by volunteers. ‘ The 
School for Study at Home,” of which Elijah 
Coffin, of Richmond, Indiana, is Secretary, is 
another of the helps to self-culture which enables 
young people to combine systematic reading and 
study with home duties Its courses are varied 
enough to suit differing tastes, and it is much to 
be desired that it should be largely patronized. 

The course of reading it offers on the principles 
of the Society of Friends is especially worthy of 
the attention of younger persons who are devot- 
ing themselves to the service of their Lora, and 
need some systematic instruction on the tenets of 
the church to which they belong. 


- 


THE Second-month number of “The Alum- 
nus, a Literary and Educational Quarterly,"’ con- 
ducted by a number of Friends in Europe and 
America, sustains the character of preceding 
ones, by the variety and interest of its contents. 


| Nearly all of these touch directly upon the ad- 


vancement of education, especially in the insti- 
tutions of Friends. 

The articles on “The School for Study at 
Home,” and on ‘Moses Brown,” one of the 
founders of Brown University, and of Providence 
Boarding-school, are of interest to all classes of 
readers. 

Thoughtful discussions of such subjects as 
‘English in Colleges; ‘Shall our Colleges 
have a Third Term ?” “ The Study of French,” 
and “The Study of Contemporary History in 
Colleges,” will commend themselves to all in- 
terested in collegiate education. 


FRIENDS’ QUARTERLY EXAMINER for First 
month has an editorial, retrospective of the life 
of the journal, that contains one paragraph 
worthy of repetition. After giving due commen- 
dation to philanthropic efforts, it 1s added, ‘“* We 
cannot believe that the high level of Christian 
evangelization on which our forefathers stood, is 
destined to finish its career in the comparatively 
low level of popular philanthropy. We arose 
as a religious Society, mot as a philanthropic one, 
and if we would be true to our vocation the lower 
must be kept in subjection to the higher, ‘It is 
not reason that we should leave the word of God 
to serve tables ;’ but rather that, as in the days of 
old, we should ‘ give ourselves more continually 
to prayer and the ministry of the word.’ Such 





was our origin,—such our first works; and if we 
would again display the great vigor of youth, 
such must be the secret wherein our strength 
lies.” 
But this is further balanced by the wise words: | 
“Tt will not be by concealing, or by stifling our 
own convictions as a religious community that | 
the Lord’s work shall be promoted through us, | 
but by displaying the special banner given to us | 
because of the truth, as a separate regiment in 
the one universal army of Christ's followers, | 
ready to do service in front or rear, openly or in | 
secret, according as He shall allot our station.” 
Other articles are, ‘Some account of the Chief | 
Versions of The Old and New Testaments” by | 
John Henry Backhouse; ‘The Barclays of| 
Ury,” by Frances Anne Budge; “ The Friends | 
of God,” by Henry Stanley Newman; “ The} 
Paschal Supper,”’ by Barnabas C. Hobbs; “ The | 
Society of Friends and Wales,” by J. E. South- 
all, a very interesting discussion of how the So- 
ciety shall regain its lost hold on the Welsh. | 
Susan King, from heartfelt conviction, “deepened 
by the repeated sharp experience of personal be- 
reavement,”’ writes an excellent “Plea With Ladies 
Against the Practice of Going Into Mourning.” | 
“A Three Days’ Visit to Birmingham,” by Rich- | 
ard Westlake, gives, among other things, | 
a lively account of the First-day Schools con- | 
ducted by Friends there, which have culminated | 
ina ‘‘Christian Society " of 400 members. This 
Society, formed to a great extent on the model of 
the Society of Friends, has its regular meetings 
for worship on First-day evenings, aiso Monthly 
Meetings for business, fellowship meetings, &c. 


Some poems and lighter sketches compiete the | 
number. 


LS TT | 
ee — =. 

DIED. | 

KINZER.—On the 31st of First month, 1880, at | 
Hampton, Iowa, Mary Ann, daughter of Jacob and 
Charity Kinzer, deceased, aged about 45 years ; a mem- 


ber of Bangor Monthly Meeting. She was a diligent 


attender of meetings, and Bible-school teacher. Her 
end was peace, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


THE Seamen and Landmen’s Aid Society of | 
Philadelphia report that they have kept open the | 
Eastburn Mariner's Library, at Front and Union | 
Streets, as a resort for sailors to read, write, re-| 
ceive their letters, and use the books and papers | 
there supplied. The Library has had 3,116| 
visitors; and 328 pamphlets, 428 tracts, 53,335 | 
papers, 921 books, 68 Bibles, and 116 Testaments | 

ave been distributed; 37 sailors signed the 
ledge. A large amount of good reading matter 

} been given to vessels sailing to distant ports, 
which have been distributed widely, and have 
done much good. 

The Crozer Library, 923 South Front Street, 
has done much good. M. Frayne has acted as 
pastor of the . aptist Bethel, and has kept a good 
Coffee House and Christian Home at Washington 
and Oswego Streets. Much blessing has attend- 
ed his labors. 

The Bethel Home at 37 Christian Street has 
proved a safe harbor to some poor sailors, Jane 

iggs was seven months in the Society’. employ, 
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and has been a most successful worker in the 
hardest part of the city, among the fallen, in- 
temperate and ignorant, and has led many to 
Christ. The Society ask that papers, &c., be 
sent to their Library, Front and Union Streets. 


A CHRISTIAN MEDICAL UNION has been formed 
in Philadelphia. The President is the Professor 
of Surgery in the University. 

THe American Board has spent more than 
$1,200,000 on its missions among the Indian 
tribes; and has gathered over fifty churches 
among them, in which not far from 4,c00 members 
have been enrolled. 

THE Sunday School Times asserts as a matter 
of fact, that a larger proportion of the children and 
youth of America are now in regular church attend- 
ance, than before the days of Sunday-schools. 


C. L. GOODELL, in S. S Times states that as a 
result of Moody and Sankey’s meetings in St. 
Louis, a great many persons who had formerly 
lived in other places and been professing Chris- 
tians, but who had been living apart from church 
privileges in St. Louis, have appeared, making 
confession of neglect, and handing letters to 
churches to which they were attached. ‘‘ They 
all bear testimony that their remaining outside to 
save time and money has resulted in loss only,— 
loss of money and social enjoyments, and, above 
all things of their joy in the Lord.”’ Attendance 
on worship throughout the city has been greatly 
enlarged. A revival German preacher, once a 
famous infidel, is preaching daily to thousands 
of Germans with excellent results. The towns 
around are fired with Christian zeal. 

A CutngsE Bible-school meets regularly at the 
Young Men’s Christian Association rooms in 
Brooklyn. It has 25 scholars. 

THe Jndependent states that in India, Islam 
is dying out. Its former converts have never 
|wholly abandoned Hinduism, the worship of 
| idols and caste, and now the young men are not 
| learning Arabic to study the Koran, but English 
as the essential to success in various professions. 
Hinduism also is losing all vitality. Education, 


| intelligence, the absence of persecution, and the 
| beauty of Christianity, are attracting to it many 


promising young Hindus. The writer adds, 
‘Give us the same proportion of working forces 
as were engaged in the Sandwich Islands, and 
India would yield in fifty years." During the 
past three years 150,000 converts have been 
added to the Christian fold. 


THIS age is sometimes thought to care less for 
religion than former ones. Butthe subject is, at 
least, discussed. Theological works are the most 
numerous among English publications for last 
year, and in the last two years their numbers 
have increased nearly fifty per cent. 


Tue Catholic Review admits that great losses 
to their church have occurred by marriages of 
their people with Protestants, and says, ‘ The 
incalculable amount of harm done to the Catholic 
church in this country by mixed marriages is ap- 
palling.” 


J. INGLIs, Presbyterian missionaryin Aneityum, 
one of the New Hebrides, has cempleted the 
translation of the whole Bible into the dialect of 
the Melanesian language spoken by the people 
of that island. 
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It is estimated that there are 60,0co Men- 
nonites in this country, but as they rather care- 
fully abstain from collecting statistics, the number 
is perhaps greater. They have 500 meeting- 
houses, of which one-fourth are in Canada. They 
abstain from the use of oaths, are thorough ad- 
vocates of peace, do not accept public office, nor 
in many instances even vote, and never go to 
law. 


> 


TEMPERANCE NOTES. 


A BRAVE Repty.—At a large dinner party, 
where there were present distinguished foreign 
and American statesmen, Schuyler Colfax, then 
Vice-President of the United States, declined to 
take wine, whereupon a Senator, who had al- 
ready taken too much, exclaimed, sneeringly, 
** Colfax dare not drink.” ‘“ You are right,’ he 
answered, ‘I dare not.” 


A NEw Excise bill has been presented to the 
New York Legislature. The general law of the 
State confines the sale of liquor to hotels. The 
new bill proposes to limit the sale of liquor, by 
limiting the number of bar-rooms to a fixed pro- 

ortion to population, and by prohibiting the| 
icensing of a new one within five hundred feet 
of one in operation; also it proposes to grant the 
license to the house, not to the individual, and 
also to make the possession of liquors presump- 
tive evidence, without the witness being obliged 
to know by tasting, that it is sold, thus being able | 
to bring testimony against unlicensed shops. 


BRAIN WorK, ALCOHOL, AND ToBaAcco.— 
James Parton concludes a recent very suggestive 
article upon the habits and death of Bayard Tay- | 
lor, whom he had, as a personal friend, warned 
against the danger of wine and beer-drinking | 
and smoking, as follows: ‘ Mental labor is not 
hostile to health and life; but 1am more than 
ever convinced thata man who lives by his 
brain is of all men bound to avoid stimulating | 
his brain. In this climate, to stimulate the brain | 
by alcohol and tobacco is only a slow kind of 
suicide. Even the most moderate use of the 
mildest wine is not without danger, because the 

eculiar exhaustion caused by severe mental 
abor is a constant and urgent temptation to in- 
crease the quantity and strength of the potation. | 
I would say to every young man in the United | 
States, if I could reach him, if you mean to attain 
one of the prizes of your profession and live a 
cheerful life to the age of eighty, throw away your 
dirty old pipe, put your cigars in the stove, never 
buy any more, become an absolute teetotaler, 
take your dinner in the middle of the day, and 
rest one day in seven.” 
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INDIAN MATTERS. 


Tuomas H. STANLey, of Kansas, with Benja- 
min ‘and Elizabeth Miles, of Osage Mission 
School, made a short visit to the Kaw Agency, 
where on the 6th of Second month they visited 
the school. There were about fifty children, 
who were addressed in the evening by the visitors. 
The workers appeared to be diligent and faithful 
in their efforts to benefit these Indians, who, 


however, are fast dying out from constitutional 
diseases. 
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T. H. Stanley then visited the Ponca Agency, 
where affairs were unsettled, the Agent having 
been removed, and no one yet appointed in his 
place. T.H.S. found the people wished to have 
a Bible-school, and helped them to start one on 
First-day. Benjamin Miles and wife visited their 
son-in-law at this place, and on First-day attended 
the Nez Perces meeting, which is in charge of 
James Logan, a native missionary from their 
tribe in the far northwest. This meeting was re- 
markable for its good order, the fervency of 
spirit of those engaged in it, and for the cordiality 
with which the visitors were received. 

On Second-day, the gth of Second month, the 
Friends went on to the Pawnee Agency, where 
they found 125 children in the government school, 
whose behavior was good. They thought that 
the Pawnees were working well and making im- 
provements. Returning tothe Osage Reservation 
they stopped one night at Salt Creek Station, 
where Jonathan Ozbun had acted as farmer 
during J. T. Gibson’s service as Agent. The 
station buildings were much dilapidated, but the 
party found shelter in them. T.H.S. went to Kaw 
Agency, where he expected to remain for some 
time visiting the Indians at their homes. B. and 
E, Miles returned to their school. 

PRESIDENT FEE of Berea College, Kentucky, 
made a visit a few weeks since to Carlisle Indian 
School, he having in contemplation the admission 
of some Indian children to the school he kas in 


| charge. On the 21st of Second month, Secretary 


Schurz, with several members of Congress and 


| some government officials, made a visit to Car- 


lisle, inspecting the schools, workshops, dormi- 
tories and chapel. The visitors expressed them- 
selves as highly gratified. 


> 


EDUCATION OF FREEDMEN. 


Fisk UNIVERSITY, at Nashville, Tenn., has 
a larger number of students this year than ever 


before. The enrollment is 331, of which g2 are 
from beyond the limits of Tennessee, and repre- 
sent 13 different States. A precious religious in- 
terest has pervaded the college, and a large pro- 
portion of the students have become Christians. 

Several hundred former students are now 


|teaching. The benefit to the Freedmen of this 


and like institutions can scarcely be measured, 
but all that has been done for them by the white 
Christians of the nation falls far short of their 
great needs, 


THE Methodist Freedmen’s Aid Society in the 
last twelve years has expended nearly $800,000. 
The last year nearly $75,000 was expended by 
the Society, which has six chartered institutions, 
one each in Nashville, Atlanta, Orangeburg, 
New Orleans, Holly Springs and Marshall. It 
has three theological schools, and one medical 
school connected with the Nashville College. 
There were last year 2,510 pupils in these insti- 
tutions, of whom 453 were in the Biblical, 20 in 
the law, 60 in the medical, 74 in the collegiate, 
270 in the academic, and 1,020 in the normal 
classes. 


IT was asserted at the Church Congress re- 
cently held in England that there is more Welsh 
speaking and Welsh reading now in Wales than 


at any previous period since the days of Julius 
Cesar. 
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EDUCATIONAL GLEANINGS. 

LIBERALITY OF PROF. ALEXANDER AGASSIZ.— 
President Eliot at a recent dinner in New York | 
divulged for the first time that the silent benefac- | 
tions of Prof. Alexander Agassiz to Harvard | 
University since 1871 had amounted to $230,000. | 
This money has been expended in the erection | 
of the additions to the Museum buildings, and for | 
salaries and other expenses in the zoological and 
biological departments. Since 1870 there have 
been presented to Harvard, buildings of the value 
of $1,250,000, and money gifts to the amount of| 
$1,750,cco. 

Dr. Dupiey A. SARGENT, director of the Har- | 
vard gymnasium, says that of the large number 
of students he has already examined, at least | 
one-half suffer to a considerable and, in many 
cases, an alarming extent, from palpitation and 
other affections of the heart, caused by cigarette 
smoking and by drinking strong coffee. 


THE recently presented annual report of the 
Massachusetts State Board of Education had an 
excellent clause in regard to moral teaching in 
the schools. It declares that the teacher should 
study to make the daily lessons, his discipline, 
and the social relation of his pupils occasions for 
earnest teaching in all that which pertains to a 
virtuous life. The moral instruction given should 
be of that persistent and positive kind which 
leads to a thorough knowledge of moral duties 
and to the sure formation of moral character. 


University Stupy or History.—The most 
advanced course in history at Michigan Univer- 
sity is taught somewhat in the method known in 
German Universities as ‘‘ Seminary work." The 
students are divided into small sections. At the 
meeting of each section one student presents a 
carefully prepared essay on an assigned theme; 
another, a critique on the essay ; and then every | 
other member of the section is required, having 
read on the subject, to express orally his opinions. 

Assy GOOLD Woo son has been giving Bos- 
ton some common-sense notions about “ The 
Training that Girls Need.” In a paper read 
before the Moral Education Society she pro- 
nounced ill health a luxury that enormously in- 
creased the cost of living. She advised mothers 
to keep their girls from their own fate, and she 
asserted that girls should be made to lead a quiet | 
life on a simple diet until they are fully grown, 
that they should exercise freely in the open air, 
that housework should be done by them in care- 
fully ventilated rooms, that their dress should be 
changed so that no longer shall their vital organs 
be compressed or their hips weighed down with 
amass of clothes that no man would willingly 
carry. Compliance with these rules, she believed, | 
would give to the world a nobler, healthier race } 
of women. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY owns in Boston, prop- | 
erty exempt from taxation of the value of $404,-| 
300, and taxable property valued at $893,g00. 
The university property at Cambridge, which is 
exempt, amounts to $5,325,000. Very little of its 
Property there is taxed. 





Tue King of the Belgians has offered a prize | 
of 25,000 francs for ‘the best work on the means | 
of improving ports established on low and sandy | 


Coasts, like those of Belgium.” 


| leads to destruction. 
| brings out the danger to the disciple of the Lord 
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THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


Lesson 11. Third month 14th, 1880, 
THE FALSE AND THE TRUE. Matt, vii. 15-25. 


GotpEN TEext.—“ Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only.”—James i. 22. 


THE LESSON. 

The last lesson closed with the exhortation to 
enter in at the strait gate, with the warning to 
avoid the wide gate and the broad way which 
This teaching naturally 


Jesus from those who would teach a different doc- 


| trine—who say that the gate to Heaven is not nar- 


row and that the way is wide,—that those who are 
followers of Christ are permitted to do as others 
in the world, and follow after their follies and 
vanities. So in the first part of this lesson our 
Lord warns the disciples and all who hear Him 
to beware of false prophets, who will have the 
outward badge of discipleship, who will appear 
as sheep, as prophets, yet “inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.” 

Verse 15. The sheep’s clothing may have 
been worn by those who prophesied in the old 
dispensation, but the garment generally worn 
by them was hairy. John’s coat was of camel's 
hair. The sheep's clothing means, assuming 
the appearance of sanctity and innocence. 

16, The fruits which they bring forth will soon 
prove whether they are true or false teachers. 
The fruit here spoken of is conduct, as described 
in Galatians v. 19-21. The thorn and thistle 
naturally represent that which is cruel, unmer- 
ciful, ready to pierce and cause pain, but will 
not produce anything good for food. 

17. The good tree bringeth forth that which is 
food, refreshing and strengthening to those who 
eat it. The poisonous tree produces poisonous 
fruit; the word rendered corrupt has the signi- 
fication to make putrid or rotten,—that which 
will corrupt. So those who teach looseness of 
life, acting thus themselves, must suffer con- 
demnation. See chap. v. Ig 

18. The tree can only yield either good or bad 
fruit. The sour apple tree will continue to pro- 
duce sour apples. There must be regeneration, 
a good heart, to produce a good life. “ That 
which is born of God,” the new nature of him 
who is born anew through faith in Christ, ‘“‘over- 
comes the world,” bears good fruit. 

19. That which is corrupting and useless must 
be removed to make way for the useful. 

20. We are the judges, we see the fruits, and 
we must judge by these fruits whether they are 
true or false. Our Lord naturally now comes 
to speak of what will become of those who are 
false prophets, who have called on God publicly, 
whilst in their hearts they hated Him. 

21. It is not for those who have disobeyed the 
will of God to be permitted to enter the kingdom 
of Heaven, on account of their loud cry of 
Lord! Lord! The disciple who has sought to 
do his Father’s will, who has believed and 
obeyed, can enter, Jn that day—the day of 
judgment. 

22. Of those who have been active in preach- 
ing dy the name (not in the name) of the Lord, 
many will find no entrance. They may have 
been able to boast of large accessions to the 
professing church through their instrumentality, 
but the church may not have been benefited by 
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this increase. They may have shown marvel-| are left out which we might expect to find en- 
lous powers, so that they could cast out demons, | forced, and how many things are urged which 
and have done many other wonderful works,— | are not by the world considered desirable. 
nevertheless these are of no avail,—they had not| No rite or ceremony of a public character is 
“charity out of a pure heart." They may have | encouraged, no mention is made of the feasts 
been filled with that narrow bigotry so common | held at Jerusalem, no man is recommended to 
amongst the Pharisees, which would compel | ask the rabbis what he should do or leave un- 
others to accept every detail of their religious| done. No reference is made to the au hority of 
system, at the same time leaving out justice, | the scribes, who were the expounders of the law, 
mercy and truth, }and had devoted ther lives to its study and pro- 
23. To them the awful words will be uttered, | mulgation. 
“TI never knew you.” Go. “Ye workers of in-| The first promises are to the poor in spirit, the 
iquity."". Commencing with the poor in spirit,| mourners, the meek and those hungry after 
and pronouncing the blessing on them, our| righteousness—those who acknowledged that 
Lord concludes this portion of His discourse with | they needed what others could boast that they 
the denunciation of those who make high pro-| possessed in full measure. As the conclusion 
fession, who would teach others, who seem to| of the blessings the promise is to those who suffer 
have the power to perform miracles by the name| for His sake, implying a necessary faith in 
of the Lord, yet do not do His will. | Himself as the Divine Messiah. As the salt 
24. The hearers who do as Christ has in this|of the earth, as the city on the hill, their 
discourse exhorted them, who are poor in spirit| good works shall be the means of glorifying 
under a sense of past sins who hunger and|God before men. Perhaps nothing was more 
thirst after righteousness, who pray, who ask,| amazing to some of our Lord's hearers than that 
seek and knock for pardon and a new heart, and | the law should not in the slightest point be re- 
thus through Christ the door enter into the king-| pealed, but enforced. To others nothing could 
dom of heaven, and walk in the precepts of Christ| be more strengthening and comforting. The 
as laid down in this discourse, are likened to a wise | requirement that their righteousness should ex- 
man, who built his house on rock, or ¢he rock, | ceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
not a rock. The Greek has the definite article, | sees, permitted no nominal following of Him, 
but probably the better rendering would be “on | but required a constant watchfulness on their 
rock,” in contradistinction to sand. The rock, | part, lest they should commit any sin. Our Lord 
being a firm foundation, points to Isaiah xxviii. | testified against the spirit which would desire to 
16-18. | kill, which would insult, or which would treat 
25. This .erse gives a description of one of| with contempt a brother, and permitted no one 
the storms in J’alestine, the rains descending | to attempt, by making sacrifice to God, to avoid 
cause the dry river beds to overflow, then the | doing full justice to his fellow man, for no offer- 
winds blow on the house, but cannot move it,|ing would be accepted as an equivalent; (see 
for the foundation is strong. | Mark vii. 11:) in this manner completing the 
26. Whosoever heareth these sayings and | law, instead of weakening its force. The whole 
doeth them not, is in worse condition than if he| law is thus made complete, its negative char- 
had never heard them; his acts are not in ac-| acter, ‘‘thou shalt not,” made perfect by the 
cordance with his knowledge. So the house | exhortation to love all, our justice and loving 
which is built will bring distress and ruin on| kindness proving our obedience to the law, so 
him, and often also on his family. shall those who obey and whose hearts are = 
27. And great was the fall of it. How often | fect in love, be as their Father in Heaven, lov- 
do men who trust to their own ability and walk | ing all, whether friends or enemies. To be in 
in their own way appear well for a time, and then | this spirit requires constant prayer to our Father 
under some great temptation betray trusts or give|in Heaven. Hence our Lord gives a form of 
way to self indulgence and go to ruin. | prayer, such as coming from the heart, and suitable 
28. After the peroration which is so well cal-| to the needs of the believer, should be offered 
culated to impress on all who heard it the power, | up in the closet. In this respect He taught a 
the divinity of our Lord, the evangelist says that| doctrine probably new to all those who heard 
the people were astonished at His teaching. | Him, yet one so precious to the believer now. 
29. The reason being that He spoke with au-| The command not to lay up treasure, in connec- 
thority as a Divine law-giver, and not as the|tion with not serving two masters, had never 
scribes, who would draw imaginary lines, quote | been taught in the Old Testament, and to-day is 
the opinions of others, split hairs on matters of | as hard to accept as it was then. The Pharisees 
no importance, and who showed no love, no|had professed that they could serve God and 
freshness, no spiritual force. The question nat-|mammon also. 
urally aroseein the minds of those who heard} The exhortation to avoid all harsh judgment, 
Him, where did He receive this authority, and | all desire to show a brother his fault in order 
how did He gain this knowledge? Certainly | that he might feel humiliated; and to give to 
not from their teachers, who expounded the law, | others even as God gives to us, freely and lov- 
for they never taught in this fashion, | ingly, as we would have others do to us, had 
REVIEW OF THE WHOLE DISCOURSE. | never been taught in the world before. The 
Recognizing the fact that this discourse is an negative teaching to avoid injuring others had 
abstract of the whole teaching of Christ, and been taught in other religious systems, but not the 
that He has in these three chapters shown what |8iving to others asa father would give to his 
is required of those who would follow Him, | Child, as God gives to us. And the command to 
the way of entrance into the kingdom of heaven | €Mter in at the strait gate, so near the close of 
through humility, prayer, pardon and obedience, | the discourse, is by many, shall we not say most, 
it is important for us to examine how many things ' Christians considered as too hard a saying, one 
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which has a tendency to discourage those seek- 
ing to know the way to Heaven. The cry of 
Lord! Lord! may be only a selfish cry, not 
caused by a desire to do the will of God, but to 
escape punishment after the loving invitation to 
“come” has been rejected. After the house had 
been swept away which was built on another 
than the right foundation the destruction was 
complete, whether much time and labor had been 
expended upon it, or whether it had been lightly 
put together. How many examples have of late 
occurred of men professing Christianity and yet 
yielding in the hour of strong temptation, and 
their whole character has been ruined; so with 
young people who fancy they can’go into the 
world and lead a respectable life, building on 


the sandy foundation of fancied strength or | 


goodness of their own, yet never giving their 
hearts in faith to Christ, and following Him in 
lowly, prayerful obedience, they make shipwreck 
in the temptations of life. 

The conclusion of the discourse brings to 
mind the quotation from 1 Cor. iii. 11: 
other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SERIES OF MEETINGS IN KANSAS. 


A series of meetings at Friends’ meeting 
house at Hesper, twelve miles east of Law- 
rence, began on the 11th of First mo. Minis- 
ters from abroad were Barclay Jones, of 


Iowa, and Jesse McPherson, from Tennes- | 


see. The meetings continued with increased 
interest for nearly two weeks. The presence 
of the Saviour was near to own the assem. 
blies. The doctrine of salvation through 
faith in the atoning blood of Christ was fully 
set forth ; and also the practical carrying out 
in life of the religion of Jesus Christ, thus 
showing our faith by our works. 

Quite a number were converted and found 
the Saviour precious to them, experiencing a 
sense of the pardon of their sins. The meet- 
ing, I trust, will long be remembered. 

Shortly after the close of the meeting at 
Hesper, the forementioned ministers, joined 
by Rachel Woodard, a minister residing at 
Hesper, held a series of meetings in Friends’ 
Meeting House at Lawrence, continuing six 
days. 

The meetings, we believe, were owned of 
the Lord, and the ministers favored by Him 
to declare the truth. 

The prayer has gone forth from many 
hearts, that their labors may prove a blessing 
to us. DRusILLA WILSON. 

Lawrence, Kansas, Second mo. 19th, 1880. 


For Friends’ Review. 
NORTH CAROLINA YEARLY MEETING, 


Western Quarterly Meeting was held at| 


Cane Creek, the 13th, 14th and 15th inst. The 


meeting on “ Ministry and Oversight ” was | 


** For | 
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a time of sweet communion with the Father 
through the Son, witnessing a renewal of 
spiritual strength and fresh desires were 
raised in our hearts, for a closer walk with 
God. 

On Seventh and First-days we had the ac- 
ceptable company of Daniel McPherson and 
F. G. Cartland. The meeting was introduc- 
ed into a deep baptism of spirit on the read- 
ing of a minute from Centre Monthly Meet- 
ing, acknowledging the bestowal, by the 
great Head of the Church, of a gift in the 
ministry upon William L. Wilson and 
Simeon Barker. The judgment of the 
Monthly Meeting was united with, and ap- 
proved by the Quarterly Meeting, and the 
Friends recorded as ministers, and envour- 
aged in the exercise of their gifts as ability 
| was given. 

On First-day a large assembly of persons 
| Was present, (the new meeting house not 
| quite ready to be occupied,) the capacious 
| school-rooms were crowded, and a multitude 
out of doors. The Gospel was preached 
with power, and strict attention and good 





- | order prevailed during the service. 


IsHamM Cox. 
Second mo. 17th, 1880. 


KANSAS REFUGEES. 


| Extract from a letter received by some 
Friends in Philadelphia, from Elizabeth 
L. Comstock, Topeka, Kansas, dated Sec- 
| ond mo. 5th, 1880. 


| ‘We have had loud calls from Parsons, 
| Emporia, Fort Scott, Leavenworth, Indepen- 
'dence, and otber parts of the State, and 
have sent off large quantities without open- 
ing. Of one thing our dear friends in 
| Philadelphia may be sure, viz.: that every 
package entrusted to our kind friend Joshua 
_L. Baily, bas reached Topeka safely, and all 
| have been heartily welcome, greatly appre- 
|ciated, and have been wisely distributed to 
the best of our ability. You will greatly 

|oblige me and save me much writing if you 
| will kindly extend this information to all 
| the Philadelphia friends who have so kindly 
| and generously helped us in our work. The 
assistance Joshua L. Baily has given us in 
| receiving and forwarding and in securing free 
| transportation is beyond all money value. 

“Refugees coming in fast; 4,500 more on 
the way from one point in Mississippi, ex- 
| pected to land here in a few days. 

“Excuse great haste. I bave ninety-five 
letters before me to answer. 
“ Your friend truly, 
“ ELIZABETH COMSTOCK.” 


| May the friends of suffering humanity be 
| incited to send liberally of their means, with 
which a kind Heavenly Father bas blessed 
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them, remembering it ‘is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” 


QUAPAW AGENCY, I. T. 

Asa C. Tuttle writes under date of Second 
mo. 15th, that he and his wife had just re- 
turned from a visit among the Cherokees and 
Creeks, in company with Sarah P. Morrison, 
of Indiana, who was on her way for religious 
service to the Pacific Coast, but felt drawn 
to visit these Indians on the way. They 
traveled by private conveyance, and found 
great openness for the preaching of the gos- 
pel and for temperance work and distribu 
tion of Bibles, etc., among the people, and | 





were received with great kindness. They | 
brought the subject of Temperance before the 
Cherokee council ; and also held a meeting at | 
Tahlequah with good results. They visited | 
the Boys’ and Girls’ Seminaries, inciting the | 
young people to Christian temperance princi- 
ples. 

They went thence to Muscogee, holding 
& meeting where several persons professed 
conversion, and their purpose to live religious | 
lives. They then visited the Creek Mission 
School at Tallehassee, where they had pre- 
cious religious converse with the faithful 
missionaries in charge of the 100 pupils. 
This devoted family have given thirty years 
to their work, and see much fruit of their. 
labors, some of their pupils living creditable 
lives, with well-ordered families about them. 
Returning to their home in the Quapaw 
Agency, they found a kindly welcome, and 
can report, that amid many difficulties the 
Church and Temperance work goes forward. 
Men and women continue to be reformed in 
their habits, and love for the right is in- 
creasing. 

Jobn Cassell, Agent of the American 
Sunday School Union, had been with them 
to their refreshment. Their meetings on | 
First-day are generally well attended. Cloth- 
ing sent from New England und Philadel- 
phia has relieved suffering persons, and the 
means furnished for tracts and temperance 
literature has done much good. A. C. T. 
looks forward with faith to growing and 
blessed fruits from all faithful labor in the 
spread of Christian truth. 3 


TOO INNOCENT TO BE KILLED. 


The venerable Prof. Dana, of Yale Col- 
lege, graphically describes to his classes the | 
“perfect little bird-worlds” of the South 
Pacific Islands, which he visited, and his 
feelings when capturing specimens in the 


interest of science. 


it turned its head and looked at me; its 


One bird, he says, com- | 
pletely disarmed him. ‘ The bird stood still ; 
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eyes shone with a singularly soft, pleased 
light. I lowered my gun. How could 
I fire? I crept toward it. It was a beauti- 
ful creature. It did not move. I thought 
it was gratified at the sight of me. It acted 
as if it had never seen a man before; I do 
not suppose that it ever had. I crawled 
along; I stretched out my hand, and yet it 
did not fly; I touched it, I stroked it—with 
this hand I stroked that magnificent un- 
known creature. It did not shrink. I took 
out my knife, opened it, laid it down. The 
bird looked at me confidingly. I put the 
blade to its throat, but it would not stir; it 
trusted me. I came away ; I could not kill 
the bird.” 

The above touching story shows us what 
a lovely world we would have were it not 
for the curse of sin. If every creature which 

od has made were good, as they were 
in the beginning, and if we were all good, as 


'we should be, there would be no fear, but 


everything would be tame and barmless. 
If we are good and live long enough, we 
may see the time when there will be no 
burt nor fear among all of God's people and 
creatures. The prophet speaks of it in the 
9th chapter of the book of Isaiah.—Chris- 
tian Woman. 


- 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 


Heating Boilers by Electricity.—Charles 
Davis, of Paris, proposes to fasten a number 
of spirally wound platinum wires in an or- 
dinary steam boiler, and to send through 
them an electrical current of sufficient 
strength to boil the water. He does not say 
how, nor at what per cent. horse power 
he will produce the requisite amount of elec- 
tricity. —Dingler’s Journal. 


Butyric Ferment in the Coal Period.— 
Van Tieghem has studied some of the vege- 
table fossils in the Belgian coal for the sake 
of comparing the changes which they have 
undergone with those which take place at 
the present day. If fragments of the young 
roots of yew or cypress are left for some time 
covered with water, the Bacillus Amylo- 
bacter is developed, attacks most of the 
tissues and completely dissolves the cellular 
membranes. In the bark, all the ordinary 
parenchyma, then the layers of cellular 
tissue, and finally the endoderm, gradually 
disappear, only leaving on the surface the 
summits of the epidermic cells which form 
the cuticle. In the central cylinder, the root- 
producing layer and the conjunctive tissue 
are destroyed, only leaving the central band 
of vessels. The cellulose is decomposed 48 
fast as it dissolves, and undergoes the butyric 
fermentation. At the same time the Amylo- 
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bacter leaves visible and direct traces of its 
development. The same progress in the 
destruction of the tissues is observed in the 
coal, leaving as a final result, only the cuticle 
and the vessels. There are also the same 
visible and direct traces of the development 
of the Amylobacter in the interior. We may, 
therefore, conclude that in the marshes of 
the coal epoch, as well asin those of our own 
time, the same plants underwent, in the 
same portions of their tissues, the same dis- 
solution by the same agent. Then, as now, 
the Bacillus Amylobacter was the grand 
destroyer of vegetable organisms, and the 
butyric fermentation which it excites was 
displayed as one of the most general of all 
organic phenomena. Pasteur’s investiga- 
tions of this ferment find in these facts a new 
application, which will be fruitful in paleon- 
tology.— Comptes Rendus. 


Swiss Anthracite.—Late analysis of the 
anthracite coal of Valais shows about 90 per 
cent. of carbon and hydrogen and 84 per 
cent. of ashes. Experiments with American 
heaters show that it is capable of replacing 
the Pennsylvania coal, which is sometimes 
imported at great cost. It has also been 
tried successfully in locomotives.— Les Mon- | 
des. 


Modifications in the Composition of the 
Atmosphere.—Ph. Jolly bas made numerous 
analyses of the air near Munich, which show | 
a variation in the percentage of oxygen, | 
dependent upon the direction of the wind. | 
When the wind is N. or N. W. the percent-| 
age is about 20.92; when it is S. E., 8. or 
8. W. the percentage is only 20.56.—Les | 
Mondes. 


Intelligence of Elephants.—Some curious | 
instances of cunning in elephants bave| 
been noted. It is no uncommon thing for 
an elephant to pull up the stake to which | 
be is chained, go to a feed bin containing 
oats or carrots, wrench off the lock, raise | 
the lid, eat all he wants, put the lid down 
again, return to bis place, poke the stake to 
which his chain is fastened back into the 
same hole it came from, and stamp it down 
with his foot; and then when his keeper 
comes, he will look as innocent as a lamb; 
but if you'll watch the beast until he sees 
the man’s annoyance at the robbery of the 
feed bin, you'll observe an amused twinkle 
in his mischievous, watchful little eyes, that 
shows his enjoyment of the situation. The 
elephant is always on the lookout to play a 
trick. Incautiously leave a coat within his 


reach, and he will, when he thinks himself 
unobserved, deliberately pull every button 
off, and then put it back just where you left 
it, and show his appreciation of your dis- 
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‘to get up a sham fight to attract the atten- 
tion of a third, so that a fourth could get a 
chance to steal the feed of the third. 

Although the power of a vindictive ele- 
phant is greatly to be dreaded, so small an 
animal as a mouse will throw him almost 
into a fit with terror. His skin is very sen- 
sitive, and flies and mosquitoes will make 
him very nervous. 

A large elephant had to be disarmed of 
his tusks for safety. The keeper, after 
arranging them so as to screw on, used them 
‘as receptacles for his money. The balls 
|attached to the end of tusks have served the 
| Same purpose. 


— e- 


THE SILVER LINING. 





There’s never a day so sunny 

But a little cloud appears ; 
There’s never a life so happy 

But has had its time of tears; 
Yet the sun shines out the brighter 

When the stormy tempest clears. 


There’s never a garden growing 
With roses in every plot ; 

There’s never a heart so hardened 
But it has one tender spot; 

We have only to prune the border 
To find the forget-me not. 


There’s never a cup so pleasant 
But has bitter with the sweet; 

There’s never a path so rugged 
That bears not the print of feet ; 

And we have a helper promised 
For the trials we may meet. 


There’s never a sun that rises 
But we know ’twill set at night ; 
The tints that gleam in the morning, 
At evening are just as bright; 
And the hour that is the sweetest 
Is between the dark and light. 


There’s never a dream that’s happy 
But the waking makes us sad; 
There’s never a dream of sorrow 
But the waking makes us glad ; 
We shall look some day with wonder 
At the troubles we have had. 


There’s never a way so narrow 
But the entrance is made straight ; 
There’s always a guide to point us 
To the “ little wicket gate ;” 
And the angels will be nearer 
To a soul that is desolate. 


There’s never a heart so haughty 
But will some day bow and kneel ; 
There’s never a heart so wounded 
That the Saviour cannot heal ; 
There’s many a lowly forehead 
That is bearing the hidden seal. 


There’s never a day so sunny 

But a little cloud appears : 
There’s never a life so happy 

But has had its time of tears; 
Yet the sun shines out the brighter 





comfeiture. 


Two of them have been known 


When the stormy tempest clears. 
— Selected. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe | 


are to the 3rd inst. 

GREAT BRITAIN.—In the House of Commons, on 
the 24th ult.,a Liberal member gave notice that he 
would shortly move a resolution in favor of withdraw- 
ing from the Transvaal, the Dutch territory in South 
Africa recently annexed to the British possessions. On 
the 26th, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved 
resolutions providing that when a member is named by 
the Speaker or the chairman of a committee as per- 
sistently obstructing the business of the House, the 


Speaker shall put a motion without debate, amend- | 
ment or adjournment, to suspend such member during | 


the remainder of that day’s sitting ; and if any member 
be suspended thrice in the session, the third time shall 
be for a week, after which a motion may be made to 
continue the suspension, but the suspended member 


will have the right to be heard against such motion. | 


After debate on three successive days, and the rejection 
of several amendments, the resolution passed on the 28th 
without a division, and was then adopted as a standing 
order. The ostensible ground for this action is the 
course which has been pursued by some of the “Home 
Rule” members, in interposing obstacles to business 
unless they could obtain the consideration of measures 
which they desired relative to Ireland. A resolution 
was also passed providing that nothing contained in 
this should preclude proceedings against a member in 
accordance with ancient usage. 

IRELAND.—The Mansion House relief fund amount 
ed on the 26th to £78,035, and grants had been made 
amounting to £39,004. he committee estimate that 
£105,905 in addition will be required to complete their 
work. The Duchess of Marlborough’s fund had 
reached £63,042, the expenditures being £32,048. 

A tenant-rights mecting at Portadown on the 25th 
was broken up by a mob of 3coo Orangemen. 

GERMANY.—Prince Hohenlohe, German Ambassa- 
dor to Paris, has been recalled to Berlin, to take, it is 
said, the office of Secretary of Foreign Affairs. His 
influence in his late position has been regarded as very 
favorable to the promotion of friendly feelings between 
France and Germany. 

In introducing the army bill in the Reichstag on the 
Ist inst. the Minister of War said that the government 
could not leave to chance the question of being out- 
stripped by neighboring powers, although it could not 
be said that reasons of an acute character impelled 
them to bring forward the bill. Gen. Von Moltke 
said that since the conclusion of the Turkish war, 
Russia has ex'ended her military establishment, and 
France has doubled her army. The latter has now 
497,000 soldiers, while Germany has only 401,000; 
and the peace strength of Russia is double that of 
Germany. The full term of service in France is 20, 
in Russia 14, and in Germany 12 years. He deplored 
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| the necessity of imposing a fresh sacrifice on the na- 
tion. One member opposed the bill on the ground 
| that the people’s burdens were already sufficiently 
| oppressive, and another proposed a reduction of the 
| period of military service to two years. 

Russia.—The Emperor has issued a decree estab- 
| lishing a Supreme Executive Commission in St, Peters- 
| burg for the protection of order. Gen. Melikoff is 

| made head of the commission, and the other members 
will be appointed on his suggestion, by the Emperor, 
| Gen. Melikoff has also the right to summon upon the 
commission all whom he may consider useful. He is 
to have direct control over political trials held in the 
| military district of St. Petersburg and throughout the 
| Empire, superseding the provisional Governor General 
| of St. Petersburg; and all local authorities, civil and 
| military, are placed under his jurisdiction. He is at 
| liberty to adopt any means which he may deem de- 
sirable for the protection of order in the Empire, and 
the orders he may issue are to be unconditionally 
obeyed. Gen. Melikoff has issued a proclamation to 
the people of St. Petersburg, saying that he recognizes 
the difficulties of his task, and that he will not hesitate 
| to take the most stringent measures to punish criminals, 
while endeavoring to tranquillize and protect the well- 
intentioned part of society. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Emperor’s acces- 
sion was celebrated on the 3rd in St. Petersburg. No 
disturbance occurred. Decrees were published grant- 
ing pardons to prisoners, remitting arrears of taxes 
owing by the rural population, and awarding orders of 
distinction. 

DomestTic.—The amount of public debt less cash in 
the Treasury, on the Ist inst. was $1,995,112,221.17,a 
decrease during the past month of $5,672,019.75, and 
since Sixth mo. 30th, 1879, of $32,095,035.20. 

The Virginia Legislature has passed a bill relating to 
the State debt, reducing the principal from $33,000,- 
000 to $20,000,000 by striking off the capitalized war 


»| and reconstruction interest, and fixing the rate of in- 


terest on the remainder at 3 per cent., to be paid out of 
money not otherwise appropriated to maintain the 
government, asylums and schools. The new bonds are 
not to be exempt from taxation, and the coupons are 
not to be receivable for taxes. Treasurers of counties 
and cities are directed not to receive the coupons of the 
present consols and ten-forties for taxes. It is ex- 
pected that the Governor will veto the bill. 

The U.S. Supreme Court announced on the Ist inst. 
some important decisions, bearing on the rights of the 
colored people. In one, the law of West Virginia, 
which excludes colored men from juries, was declared 
a denial of the equal protection of the laws to the race 
thus excluded, and hence contrary to the 14th amend- 
ment of the U. S. Constitution. In another case, from 
Virginia, where a State Judge was indicted inthe U. S. 
District Court for refusing to cc nply with the Supple- 
mentary Civil Rights bill in the summoning of jurors, 
and a writ of habeas corpus was applied for to bring 
his case before the Supreme Court, on the ground that 
his arrest on said indictment was a violation of his 
rigbts and of those of the State of which he was a 
judicial officer, the writ was refused; the Court de- 
ciding that the law is constitutional, and that any per- 
son who, acting under State authority, contravenes the 
14th amendment, is liable for his action. In a third 
case, a writ of mandamus was asked for, to compel 
Judge Rives of the U. S. District Court, to restore to 
the Virginia authorities two colored men indicted in 
State courts for murder, and removed by Judge R. 
from their custody to be tried in his own court, on the 
ground that the State courts had denied the prisoners 4 
trial by competent jurors without distinction of race or 
color. ‘he Supreme Court decided that the law under 
which the removal was made was not applicable to the 
case, and the mandamus was granted. 





